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Cika Cika cattlecattle

TheThe only Slovenian only Slovenian

autochthonous cattle breedautochthonous cattle breed

The population is veryThe population is very

heterogeneous heterogeneous (AI -(AI -  PinzgauerPinzgauer))

Today Today --  1625 animals1625 animals

ApproximatelyApproximately 20 20  % of% of

animals is in wantedanimals is in wanted

phenotypephenotype



MMilk and ilk and bbeef eef productionproduction
Breeding goalBreeding goal  -- dual purpose with the emphasis on dual purpose with the emphasis on

milk productionmilk production

Cika Cika cattle mostly reared in the cow-calf systemcattle mostly reared in the cow-calf system

-- beef production beef production

Milk production in traditional regionsMilk production in traditional regions for Alpine for Alpine

dairy-farming dairy-farming ((vegetation period vegetation period -- Alpine mountain Alpine mountain

pasturespastures))

MilkMilk  processed processed into cheese, cottage cheese, freshinto cheese, cottage cheese, fresh

butterbutter,, sour milk sour milk

Milk products Milk products sold sold to the hiking touriststo the hiking tourists



The aimThe aim

Cika Cika cattle are nowadays reared mostly for beefcattle are nowadays reared mostly for beef

production in cow-calf systemproduction in cow-calf system

The aim of our work was to get an insight intoThe aim of our work was to get an insight into

carcass quality of slaughtered carcass quality of slaughtered CCika ika cattlecattle



Material and methodsMaterial and methods

The data The data -- in  in slaughter housesslaughter houses  ((2005 and 20062005 and 2006))

Slaughtered Slaughtered Cika Cika cattle were reared cattle were reared inin the the

traditional production systemtraditional production systemss

After the slaughter carcass After the slaughter carcass weightweight was was

recordedrecorded

CCarcass arcass conformationconformation and  and fatnessfatness were were

scored according to the EUROP systemscored according to the EUROP system

Net daily gainNet daily gain was calculated was calculated



Table: The number of slaughtered Table: The number of slaughtered CikaCika

cattle cattle ((20052005--20062006))  ((__gur gur et alet al., 2006; ., 2006; __gur gur et alet al., 2007)., 2007)

134034134034213213140613140613145145TotalTotal

2393823938262627520275203030CalvesCalvesTT

14571145717716108161081010Heifers < 30 monthsHeifers < 30 monthsEE

1388813888252517045170451616Cows > 5 yearsCows > 5 yearsD2D2

7302730214149170917099Cows < 5 yearsCows < 5 yearsD1D1

5625626655055055SteersSteersCC

1982419824383820358203583737Bulls > 24 monthsBulls > 24 monthsBB

5394953949979749862498623838Bulls < 24 monthsBulls < 24 monthsAA

All breedsAll breedsCikaCikaAll breedsAll breedsCikaCika

2006200620052005

CategoryCategory



Table: Carcass weight and net dailyTable: Carcass weight and net daily

gain of gain of Cika Cika cattle cattle ((2005 and 20062005 and 2006))

731.5731.589.1 89.1 ±± 26.9 26.9CalvesCalvesTT

315.9315.9191.1 191.1 ±± 45.7 45.7Heifers < 30 monthsHeifers < 30 monthsEE

268.2 268.2 ±± 61.6 61.6Cows > 5 yearsCows > 5 yearsD2D2

243.1 243.1 ±± 57.6 57.6Cows < 5 yearsCows < 5 yearsD1D1

300.6300.6272.4 272.4 ±± 54.2 54.2SteersSteersCC

374.5374.5327.9 327.9 ±± 57.6 57.6Bulls > 24 monthsBulls > 24 monthsBB

473.2473.2260.0 260.0 ±± 69.4 69.4Bulls < 24 monthsBulls < 24 monthsAA

Net dailyNet daily

gaingain
CarcassCarcass

weightweight
CategoryCategory



Table: Carcass weight and age atTable: Carcass weight and age at

slaughter of three Spanish rustic breedsslaughter of three Spanish rustic breeds

(Gil (Gil et al.,et al., 2001) and of  2001) and of Cika Cika bullsbulls

769.1769.1

363.3363.3

279.4279.4

AvileAvileññaa--

NegraNegra

IbIbééricarica

473.2473.2592.2592.2461.9461.9Net dailyNet daily

gaingain

(g/days)(g/days)

558.0558.0438.9438.9541.0541.0Age atAge at

slaughterslaughter

(days)(days)

260.0260.0259.9259.9249.9249.9CarcassCarcass

weightweight

(kg)(kg)

CikaCika bulls bullsMoruchaMoruchaAsturianaAsturiana

de lade la

MontaMontaññaa



Table: The conformation scoresTable: The conformation scores

2.6 %2.6 %5.5 %5.5 %3.8 %3.8 %PP

52.6 %52.6 %45.5 %45.5 %64.4 %64.4 %OO

39.5 %39.5 %41.8 %41.8 %28.8 %28.8 %RR

5.3 %5.3 %7.3 %7.3 %2.9 %2.9 %UU

0 %0 %0 %0 %0 %0 %EE

CalvesCalves

(T category)   (T category)   (n=38)(n=38)

Bulls > 24 monthsBulls > 24 months

(B category)    (B category)    (n=55)(n=55)

Bulls < 24 monthsBulls < 24 months

(A category)    (A category)    (n=104)(n=104)

ScoreScore



Table: The fatness scoresTable: The fatness scores

0.0 %0.0 %0.0 %0.0 %0.0 %0.0 %55

0.0 %0.0 %1.8 %1.8 %1.0 %1.0 %44

2.6 %2.6 %49.1 %49.1 %37.5 %37.5 %33

89.5 %89.5 %47.3 %47.3 %59.6 %59.6 %22

7.9 %7.9 %1.8 %1.8 %1.9 %1.9 %11

CalvesCalves

(T category)   (T category)   (n=38)(n=38)

Bulls > 24 monthsBulls > 24 months

(B category)    (B category)    (n=55)(n=55)

Bulls < 24 monthsBulls < 24 months

(A category)    (A category)    (n=104)(n=104)

ScoreScore



Cika Cika beef production inbeef production in

SloveniaSlovenia
Slaughtered in the registered slaughterhousesSlaughtered in the registered slaughterhouses

Cattle were rCattle were reared eared fofor self-supplyr self-supply

The minor share of beef is sold to people in theThe minor share of beef is sold to people in the
farm neighbourhoodfarm neighbourhood

Beef is sold without any trade markBeef is sold without any trade mark  ––

opportunity opportunity toto add value to  add value to CikaCika beef beef

The quality of The quality of CikaCika beef should be better beef should be better
promotedpromoted ( (small quantitiessmall quantities))



Agro tourism and Agro tourism and CikaCika

only only 55  agro tourism agro tourism in Slovenia, which alsoin Slovenia, which also
keep keep CikaCika cattle cattle

tthe offered productshe offered products::  dry meat productsdry meat products
like sausages and salamilike sausages and salami

11 private slaughterhouse private slaughterhouse - - prefer to prefer to
slaughter and process meat ofslaughter and process meat of
autochthonous Slovenian breedsautochthonous Slovenian breeds



ConclusionConclusion

great variability in carcass traitsgreat variability in carcass traits

which phenotype to preservewhich phenotype to preserve

Light Light CikaCika  ––

milk productionmilk production

heavier heavier CikaCika cattle with larger cattle with larger

frame and body weight frame and body weight  - -

exextensivetensive beef production in beef production in

cow-calf system on pasturescow-calf system on pastures



ConclusionConclusion (2) (2)

Autochthonous Autochthonous CikaCika

is well adapted to theis well adapted to the

environment and alsoenvironment and also

helps to maintainhelps to maintain

biodiversity andbiodiversity and

sustainablesustainable

agricultural production,agricultural production,

especially in especially in remotedremoted

areas.areas.



Thank you for your attention!Thank you for your attention!


