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Agro-Biodiversity is Important

Biodiversity is not only about wildlife, it is about also the
richness of agricultural breeds and seeds.  Today both
wildlife and agro-biodiversity are endangered. This agro-
biodiversity is essential for our food security.  Agro-
biodiversity is endangered because many old breeds
have been replaced by high performance breeds, which
produce more meat and milk. Old species of plants are
replaced by high yielding crops.  This process was
considered economically necessary but has lead to the
critical endangerment of many traditional breeds.  Some
breeds have even become extinct, others have only a
few living examples still in existence.  

Even though many of the old breeds and varieties are
not as productive as their modern counterparts, they possess qualities such as high fertility, hardiness
and resistance against harsh weather conditions and disease, all of which could be very important in a
changing economic and climatic situation.  The traditional breeds and varieties have been adapted over
generations to satisfy the needs of farmers and the conditions of their local environment. They are not
only genetically interesting, they also hold a value as a piece of cultural heritage.  

In order to conserve endangered breeds and seeds even in only small populations, it is necessary to act
before it is too late.  In many countries in Europe, there are organisations supporting and promoting the
conservation of Agro-Biodiversity. The SAVE Foundation, founded in 1993, acts as a European um-
brella organisation for these organisations.  It promotes and coordinates activities to conserve endan-
gered breeds of domestic animals and cultivated plant varieties. The SAVE Foundation also acts practi-
cally, in areas where there is, as yet, no national organisation in existence. The SAVE Foundation and
its Partners make up the European SAVE Network. The Monitoring Institute was founded in 1995 with
the aim of providing a scientific foundation for the work of SAVE. The Monitoring Institute collects data,
both historical and from the present. It also assesses conservation work, raises the alarm where conser-
vation work is lacking and facilitates cross-border monitoring of old and endangered rare breeds and
cultivated plant varieties.

SAVE Network addresses:

European Umbrella Institutions:
SAVE Foundation, Josef-Belli-Weg 5, D-78467 Konstanz; E-mail: office@save-foundation.net

SAVE Monitoring Institute, Schneebergstr.17, CH-9000 St.Gallen; E-mail: info@monitoring.eu.com

National Partners:
Albania: AlbaGene, Rr.Abdyl Frasheri Pall. 3/3 sh.1, Ap.5, AL-Tirana; E-mail: kkume@icc-al.org

Austria: VEGH, A.Maurhard, Stiftung 11, A-4294 St.Leonhard/Freistadt; andreas.maurhart@vegh.at

Belgium: SLE-FPV, Rotselaarsebaan 45, B-3220 Holsbeek; E-mail: staf.vandenbergh@skynet.be

Bulgaria: Semperviva (Sedefchev) T.Livadi bl.51,ap.90, BG-2300 Pernik; semperviva@bluelink.net

Czech Rep. GenoClub, Bartolomejské 47, CZ-698 01 Veseli nad Moravou; pokova@bilekarpaty.cz

Germany: GEDB, Gerhard Glock, Mühlstr. 6, D-74653 Ingelfingen; schreinerei_glock@t-online.de

GEH, Postfach 1218, D-37213 Witzenhausen; E-mail: geh.witzenhausen@t-online.de

VEN, Ursula Reinhard, Sandbachstr. 5, D-38162 Schandelah; E-mail: ven.nutz@gmx.de

Greece: Aegilops, C. Koutis, Ano Lehonia, GR-385 00 Volos; E-mail: koutisk@mail.gr

Amalthia, K. Papaioannou, Kythnou 1 TK, GR-54638 Thessaloniki; amalthia@hotmail.com

Ireland: ISSA, Stor Siolta, Capparoe, Scariff, Co. Clare; E-mail: info@irishseedsavers.ie

Italy: RARE, R. Fortina, Corso G. Agnelli, 32, I-10137 Torino; E-mail: info@associazionerare.it

Netherlands:SZH (Zeldz. Huisdierrassen), de Drieslag 30, NL-8251 JZ Dronten; E-mail: szh@planet.nl

Poland: Carpathian Heritage, Slawkowska 12, 31-014 Kraków; E-mail: czech@carpathians.pl

Serbia: Natura Balkanika, Balkanska Str. 68, CS-18320 Dimitrovgrad; E-mail: balkanika@ptt.yu

Slovakia: Agro-Genofond (Brindza), Mala podhajska 9, 949 01 Nitra; E-mail: jan.brindza@uniag.sk

Switzerland: PSR (ProSpecieRara), Pfrundweg 14, CH-5000 Aarau; E-mail: info@psrara.org


